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We have now seen the primitive state in which the
great statesman found matters when he assumed the
'ministry. The extent of the reforms inaugurated,
and the able manner in which they were carried out
in thirty years' time by his administration represent a
stupendous task. Hyderabad, at that time, was much
like a noble ship tossed on a tempestuous sea, and
nearing perilous breakers, when suddenly the master-
hand of an expert mariner took her helm and slowly
and surely steered her to a haven of safety.

Another important and far-reaching reform was the
establishment of additional courts in the capital and the
appointment in the districts of Mir Adls and Munsifs
to administer justice there. A regular customs service
was also introduced and the salt department organized.

The next noteworthy reform was the inauguration of
a regular police service. This naturally could not be
done in a moment, and as a temporary measure Zillidars
were appointed to quell the turbulent state of the dis-
tricts. These consisted of Arabs, Sikhs, Rohillas, Line-
men, Peons, etc., some of whom were placed directly
under the newly appointed talukdars, while others
received their orders from a Central Committee.

As we saw in the last chapter, the districts of Raichur,
Lingsugur, and Shorapur were restored to His Highness
by the British Government in 1862. Now, in these
districts an excellent police system had been instituted,
and this was taken over' and continued without any
change until the year 1865 when the whole police force
of the Nizam's dominions was reorganized. Then a
separate force was provided for the city and for its sub-
urbs and 'one for each district of the Mofussil. Though
it was at first uphill work, the police gradually proved
themselves equal to deal with the wild raid of the lawless